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Life is a mission

E
Pope Francis’ message for
Mission Sunday 2018

POPE FRANCIS

very man and woman is a mission; that is the reason for our
life on this earth. To be attracted and
to be sent are two movements that
our hearts, especially when we are
young, feel as interior forces of love;
they hold out promise for our future
and they give direction to our lives.
More than anyone else, young people
feel the power of life breaking in upon us and attracting us. To live out
joyfully our responsibility for the
world is a great challenge.

“I am a mission on
this Earth; that is
the reason why I am
here in this world”
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I am well aware of the lights and
shadows of youth; when I think back
to my youth and my family, I remember the strength of my hope for a
better future. The fact that we are not
in this world by our own choice
makes us sense that there is an initiative that precedes us and makes us
exist. Each one of us is called to reflect on this fact: “I am a mission on
this Earth; that is the reason why I
am here in this world”

The Church, by proclaiming what
she freely received, can share with
you young people the way and
truth which give meaning to our
life. Thanks to faith, I found the
sure foundation of my dreams and
the strength to realize them. on this
earth…

Thanks to faith,
I found the sure
foundation of my
dreams and the
strength to realize
them.

Dear young people, do not be
afraid of Christ and his Church! For
there we find the treasure that fills
life with joy. I can tell you this from
my own experience. I have seen
great suffering and poverty mar the
faces of so many of our brothers
and sisters. And yet, for those who
stand by Jesus, evil is an incentive
to ever greater love. Many men
and women, and many young people, have generously sacrificed
themselves, even at times to martyrdom, out of love for the Gospel
and service to their brothers and
sisters... To be set afire by the
love of Christ is to be consumed by
that fire, to grow in understanding
by its
3 light and to be warmed by its

love (cf. 2 Cor 5:14). At the school
of the saints, who open us to the
vast horizons of God, I invite you to
never stop wondering: “What
would Christ do if he were in my
place?”
You too, young friends, by your
baptism have become living members of the Church; together we
have received the mission to bring
the Gospel to everyone. You are at
the threshold of life. To grow in the
grace of the faith bestowed on us
by the Church’s sacraments plunges us into that great stream of witnesses who, generation after generation, enable the wisdom and
experience of older persons to
become testimony and encouragement for those looking to
the
future. And the freshness
and enthusiasm of the
young makes them
a source of
support

together we have
received the
mission to bring
the Gospel to
everyone.
and hope for those nearing the end
of their journey. In this blend of
different stages in life, the mission
of the Church bridges the generations; our faith in God and our love
of neighbour are a source of profound unity.
This transmission of the faith, the
heart of the Church’s mission,
comes about by the infectiousness
of love, where joy and enthusiasm
become the expression of a newfound meaning and fulfilment in

that are open and
expanded by love.
It is not possible
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to place limits on love, for love is
strong as death (cf. Song 8:6).
And that expansion generates encounter, witness, procla
;i
charity
with all those far from the faith,
indifferent to it and perhaps even
hostile and opposed to it. Human,
cultural and religious settings still
foreign to the Gospel of Jesus and
to the sacramental presence of the
Church represent the extreme peripheries, the “ends of the earth”,
to which, ever since the first Easter, Jesus’ missionary disciples
have been sent, with the certainty
that their Lord is always with them
(cf. Mt 28:20; Acts 1:8). This is
what we call the missio ad gentes . The most desolate periphery
of all is where mankind, in need of
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Christ, remains indifferent to the
faith or shows hatred for the fullness of life in God. All material and
spiritual poverty, every form of
discrimination against our brothers
and sisters, is always a consequence of the rejection of God and
his love.

The most desolate
periphery of all is
where mankind, in
need of Christ,
remains indifferent
to the faith or shows
hatred for the fullness of life in God.
The ends of the earth, dear young
people, nowadays are quite relative

and always easily “navigable”. The
digital world – the social networks
that are so pervasive and readily
available – dissolves borders, eliminates distances and reduces differences. Everything appears within reach, so close and immediate.
And yet lacking the sincere gift of
our lives, we could well have
countless contacts but never share
in a true communion of life. To
share in the mission to the ends of
the earth demands the gift of oneself in the vocation that God, who
has placed us on this earth, chooses to give us (cf. Lk 9:23-25). I
dare say that, for a young man or
woman who wants to follow Christ,
what is most essential is to seek,
to discover and to persevere in his
or her vocation. ◼

brought to us by declaring that he
is THE WAY that we find solace.
Life is not to be lived in circles, but
in movement towards a promised
future. We are followers of the Way.

A

revealing, though oftentimes
overlooked, episode in the
Book of Genesis is the fate of Cain
after he killed his brother Abel
(Gen 4:12). Cain was sent by God
to the Land of Nod - the Land of
Wandering! To wander is to go
around in circles and reach no other destination. It is against this illfated reality that the truth Jesus

As older seasoned Catholics who
love the Lord and the ways He has
revealed to us, we will always be
enthused to keep the flame of faith
alive in our families and communities. Let faith not be part of the
museum of expired dreams, but a
force that brings life. This Mission
Sunday (21 October 2018) Pope
Francis stimulates our Catholic
dreams, and reminds us that “with
the youth we will proclaim the Gospel to all.” He challenges us to
listen attentively to their deepest
longings so that together with
them we may creatively find meaningful ways to experience a sincere
and authentic personal friendship

with Jesus. This is key to a joyfilled dedicated proclamation of the
Good News that will make us love
the reality that we are baptised
and sent by a loving God who
needs us to be his missionarydisciples.

“with the youth we
will proclaim
the Gospel to all.”
The blood of Abel spilled on the
ground by Cain brought him to the
land of Nod; the Salvific Blood of
Jesus that gushed out from his
Heart brings us to the land of authentic life-giving opportunities.
Believers can walk along with the
God of surprises, again, to manifest wonder-filled life. Jesus’ Mission is to bring life and have it to the
full. HIS MISSION IS OUR MISSION.

◼

“Each year when I meet with Pope
Francis, I always ask him
to pray for all Kiwis;
then I tell him that we will also pray
for him each day. Please help me keep
this claim. Pray one “Hail, Mary” for
Pope Francis and the missionary work
of the Church, each day.”
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Fr Bernard Espiritu, SVD
MISSIO-NZ National Director
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Myanmar held a historic election in 2011. It was a step towards a more peaceful and
democratic Myanmar — the people’s hope for years. Cardinal Charles Maung Bo of the
Archdiocese of Yangon believes that the Catholic Church must play a significant role if
Myanmar is to experience long term peace and prosperity. “The message of peace, hope
and love — the Gospel of the Church — is of great significance in aiding my people in
efforts towards resolving some of the issues we see each day in the world’s media. The
foundation for achieving lasting peace, and one of the greatest long-term benefits a
country can give its people, is establishment and support of a quality education system”

ardinal Charles Maung Bo (picture above)
of the Archdiocese of Yangon, Myanmar is a
strong advocate for his people and his country,
particularly on the importance of education. His
plea to the world is clear: “Do not crucify our
youth in the tomb of self-pity, but offer them
the hope of a bright tomorrow through quality
education.”
Through the dedication and hard work of
priests, sisters, catechists and lay missionaries
across Myanmar, the education system is improving — providing the foundations for future
generations to prosper. But the international
support is still crucial for progress to continue.
Cardinal Bo has set up with the educators of
the Catholic Church a system for the training of
teachers through Pyinya Sanyae Institute of
Education [PSIE] . The Institute brings young
people from all around Myanmar to Yangon,
where they are provided with professional skills
and expertise.
During their practical training, and upon graduation, teachers are often placed in remote communities where they can support the educational
and practical needs of children from different
Some of the happy children of St John Primary
School (background) in Hakha, Myanmar where PSIE
trained teachers work. The school has been built
through the help of the Pontifical Mission Societies
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cultural backgrounds to their own,
while indirectly helping to build the
whole community through their
presence and their skills, and healing their nation through education.

With only 58% of the
children in Myanmar
continuing into secondary school, the need for
an improved education
system is imperative.
One of the many success stories
from the PSIE teachers training is
the experience of Min Min. She had
a very challenging childhood. She
lost her father when she was two,
and her mother ten years later. Min
Min and her 5 siblings did not have
a permanent home due to the civil
unrest in Myanmar in the 90’s.
Eventually, with the death of her
mother, she and her siblings found
a refuge in a parish that supported
them. They all realised their dream
to attend school. Not long ago, Min
Min found the opportunity to study
at PSIE. Today, she is making a
difference in the lives of other children who reflect her life experiences. She understands the gift she
has received and is passionate to
ensure that the younger generations will have every opportunity of
a full life. The Pontifical Mission
Societies (MISSIO) assist to make
this happen. ◼
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he Sisters of St Aloysius
Gonzaga have been serving the Catholic Church in
Myanmar since 1956. They are
dedicated to show preferential
love and fuller life to afflicted
children. In recent years, they
have opened, upon the
request of the local bishop,
St. Joseph’s Orphanage
in Kalay for children
whose parents have
died because of
HIV/AIDS virus.
Some of the
orphans, too,
carry the virus.
Some of the orphans
are here pictured
with Sr. Josephine.
The Sisters give
them the conditions
to live a normal life
including studying
in school with all
other children. The
Pontifical Mission
Societies (MISSIO) helps
in supporting the orphanage
to enable them make
their dream truly alive. ◼
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T

his year the Pontifical Mission Societies (MISSIO) will
help in promoting the Church work
with communities in Myanmar rebuilding the fragile nation by
empowering teachers and healing
through the gift of education—
positively impacting children, parents and whole communities. With
public investment in Myanmar
among the lowest in the world, the
Catholic Church is aiming to train
teachers, develop infrastructures,
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and establish a nationwide alternative school system.

T

This year, as we highlight the
need to work with the youth in
proclaiming the Gospel, the Pontifical Mission Societies hope to
work with the Church in Myanmar
in building a strong educational
system. A key aspect is the training of teachers in holistic teaching
practices. Thousands of poor and
vulnerable children are being supported through their education by
the Church - providing the
framework for young people to
become future leaders for their
community and country. ◼

Pope Francis encourages young
people to let their voices be
heard throughout the synodal
journey and he entrusted them
to the Blessed Mother that she
might guide them in responding
"Here I am" to God's call. ◼

his October 2018 the Synod
of Bishops that will meet in
Rome will focus their reflections
on the youth of today. Among
the discussion topics will be on
how the Church should involve
young people in its decision
making processes and offer
them leadership roles. Young
people of today feel that they
are ready to be leaders, who can
grow and learn from the older
members of the Church.

Young teachers-in-training who are part of the PSIE Program pose with their grateful smiles

“In many countries
where education systems are inadequate,
the Church and her
educational institutions play a fundamental remedial role,
whereas elsewhere
they have a hard
time keeping up with
national quality
standards. A particularly sensitive domain is professional
training, where in
several countries
Catholic school institutions play an
important role: they
do not just teach
technical skills but
help students discover how they can
make the most of
their abilities, irrespective of what and
how many they are.”
Preparatory document for
the Synod 2018 On Education, School and
University #20
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er name is Cing
Sian Dim. She is 15
years old and the eldest
of 4 siblings. Their parents are divorced and
they are living with their
grandmother. Life has
been really financially
tough but the Sisters of
St Aloysius Gonzaga at
the Convent in Kalay,
Myanmar have found
help from the local people and the Pontifical
Mission Societies to assist young people like
them to stay enrolled in
school. But Cing Sian
also continues to earn
some money by working
in the construction work
on her free days.
Cing Sian works hard to
help put bread on table
for her brother and sisters. Above all she is
really determined to
keep her goal to pass
her exams every year.
She dreams that her
education can help
her to stand on her
own feet in the

future. She wants to be
a teacher to help the
poor children of her
community.◼

er
in the Lord the
strength to recover
from failures, to go
our confidence in the
future. And we need
to dare to set out on
new paths. Do not be
afraid: dare to take
new paths, even if
this involves risks.
A man or a woman
who does not
take risks,
does not mature.”
Pope Francis
message to the Youth
19 March 2018
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Since 1926, Mission Sunday is the day set aside for Catholics
throughout the world to publicly renew their commitment to the
missionary vocation of the baptised and the sent. It is a day to celebrate
our faith in prayers and also sharing financial gifts to needy places of
the Church. The Mission Sunday Collection is used to help Christian
formation, and also build churches, presbyteries, schools, clinics, water
resources, and support of the administration of a needy diocese.

T

he MISSIO-NZ Mission Sunday Collections of 2017 were
sent to assist the Dioceses in Papua New Guinea (PNG), the Diocese of Port Vila, Vanuatu, and
the Archdiocese of Wellington.
The projects in the above mentioned dioceses were all for education / formation and constructions.
The Institute for World Evangelization (ICPE) in Wellington
was awarded $14,925 to help fund
their Summer Program 2019. The
Diocese of Alotau-Sidea received
$5,308 to help in the Catechetical
Programs of the Diocese. $76,119
was sent to assist in the education / adult formation programs of
the Diocese of Port Vila, Vanuatu.
$89,552 was given to three parishes in Papua New Guinea to help
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build their churches. $104,478
was given to four parishes in PNG
to build their parish house and
office.
MISSIO-NZ also assisted in realizing works on education of children in the Dioceses of TarawaNauru (Kiribati), Alotao-Sidea,
Gizo, Lae, Mount Hagen, Wabag
and Wewak (in PNG) the amount
of $69,625 for education,
$83,582 for construction of
classrooms, and $11,194 for
healthy water facilities. These
monies were collected in behalf of
the Missionary Children Association (Holy Childhood Association).

MISSIO-NZ sent subsidies to
help in the formation of future
priests
to
seminaries
in
Machakos, Kenya ($37,372),
Ruteng, Indonesia ($58,030), Sri
Lanka ($74,906) and to Papua
New Guinea ($13,433). This yearMISSIO-NZ is able to help in the
formation of 1,275 College Seminarians and 28 Theologians. ◼

“Never think that you
have nothing to offer,
or that nobody needs you.
Many people need you.
Think about it! Each of
you, think in your heart:
‘Many people need me’”
Pope Francis

announced last year
that October 2019 will be
an
EXTRAORDINARY
MONTH OF MISSION. “I call
everyone to live the joy of
mission by witnessing to
the Gospel in the environments in which each one
lives and works. At the
same time, we are called to
support with love, concrete
help and prayer, the missionaries who have gone to
proclaim Christ to those
who do not yet know him. I
also mention that it is my
intention to promote an
Extraordinary Missionary
Month in October 2019,
with the aim of fostering
ardour in the Church’s ‘ad
gentes’ evangelizing activity. On the day we observe
the liturgical
II, the missionary Pope, let us entrust
to his intercession the
Church’s mission in the
world.”
The theme of the Extraordinary Month of Mission
October 2019 is “Baptised
and Sent”. Each baptised
Catholic is called to be sent
11

out. The Pope indicated four
ways to prepare for and live
out the Extraordinary Month
of Mission October 2019.
1.Enhance one’s personal
encounter with Jesus
Christ alive in His Church
through the use of Scriptures in one’s personal and
communal prayers. F i n d
nourishment in the Eucharist.
2. Appreciation of the lives
of witnesses of faith: the
Saints, the Missionary
Martyrs, and people of
faith of our contemporary
times.

3. To further one’s biblical,
catechetical, spiritual, and
theological formation regarding the missio ad gentes,
4. To find ways to promote
missionary charity through
material support for the
immense work of evangelization in Churches that are
most in need. ◼

May the love for
the Church’s
mission grow
ever stronger!
11

MORNING OFFERING
Eternal and loving God, our Father, I
give thanks for the evening’s rest and
offer you everything I do today—my
thoughts works, joys, and challenges.
Grant that, enlivened by the Holy Spirit
and united to Jesus in the Eucharist, my
life this day may be of service to you
and to others. Be graciously present
with all the baptised and inspire them all
to do their best where ever you sent
them today. And with Mary and the
whole Church I praise and glorify you
and may peace permeate all your creation. All this I pray in Jesus’ Name.
Amen

BE A MISSIONARY IN PRAYER
AND GENEROSITY
Whoever and wherever we are, we can all be

missionary: joining together in prayer with the
wider Church, volunteering for MISSIO-NZ and
giving generously from the heart. These are all
valuable ways to further the work of mission.

One can be a MISSIO-NZ volunteer by
sharing materials produced by the MISSIO-NZ
Office with other members of your parish. You
may write, call, or email our Office and we will
promptly mail you the requested materials. Or you
may invite me, Fr Bernard, to give a reflection in
your community. Please get in touch with us.

Pray at least a decade of the Rosary daily
for missionaries and the missionary work of the
Church all over the world especially in your parish.

SEND YOUR MASS INTENTION TO MISSIO-NZ
The custom of requesting a priest to offer Mass for a specific intention, even
when one cannot be present at Mass, is a longstanding tradition in the Church.
The faithful generally make an offering, called a stipend, to the priest in order to
apply the Mass to a specific intention, such as an anniversary or a birthday. By
making this offering the faithful, by parting with something that is their own,
associate themselves more intimately with Christ. The offering of a stipend is also
a means whereby Catholics may contribute to the upkeep of the clergy.

Many priests in Africa and Asia depend entirely on Mass stipends for their
income. Please help them by sending your Mass intentions to MISSIO-NZ and
our office will pass them on to a priest in a mission territory overseas.
Please send your intentions and details to: Fr. Bernard Espiritu, SVD at MISSIO -NZ P.O.BOX 43226
Wainuiomata, Hutt Valley 5048 and make cheques payable to MISSIO -NZ.
is Pope Francis’ official charity for overseas mission and is part of the worldwide
network of the Pontifical Mission Societies ( MISSIO ). GIVE GENERO U S L Y .
SEND YOUR DONATION TO: P.O. Box 43226 Wainuiomata, LH 5048 — Contact us on (04) 472 2210— info@missio.nz.

Online Donation: https://missio.nz/donate or Direct Deposit to: ANZ 060411 0021447 00

