1

B

uilding on what I shared with
the young people in Panama,
I would like to reflect, on this
World Day of Prayer for
Vocations, on how the Lord’s call
makes us bearers of a promise
and, at the same time, asks of us
the courage to take a risk, with
him and for him. I will do this by
reflecting briefly with you on
these two aspects – promis
in the Gospel
account of the

Pictures in this article are from the visit of Pope Francis in World Youth Day 2019 in Panama

disciples by the sea of Galilee (Mk
1:16-20).
Two pairs of brothers – Simon and
Andrew, and James and John – are
going about their daily tasks as
fishermen.
In this demanding
work, they had learned the laws of
nature, yet at times, when the
winds were adverse and waves
shook their boats, they had to defy
the elements. On some days, the
catch of fish amply repaid their
efforts, but on others, an entire
night’s work was not sufficient to
fill their nets, and they had to
return to shore weary and
disappointed.

.
Much of life is like that. Each of
us tries to realize his or her
deepest desires; we engage in
activities that we hope will prove
enriching, and we put out on a
“sea” of possibilities in the hope
of steering the right course, one
that will
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Sometimes we enjoy a
good catch, and sometimes we
need courage to keep our boat
from being tossed by the waves, or
we are frustrated at seeing our nets
come up empty.
As with every call, the Gospel
speaks of an encounter. Jesus
walks by, sees those fishermen,
and walks up to them... The same
thing happened when we met the
person we wanted to marry, or
when we first felt the attraction of
a life of consecration: we were
surprised by an encounter, and at
that moment we glimpsed the
promise of a joy capable of
bringing
fulfilment
to
our
lives. That day, by the sea of
Galilee, Jesus drew near to those
fishermen, breaking through the
“paralysis of routine” And he
immediately made them a
promise: “I will make you fishers
of men”(Mk 1:17).
The Lord’s call is not an intrusion
of God in our freedom; it is not a
“cage” or a burden to be borne. On
the contrary, it is the loving
initiative whereby God encounters
us and invites us to be part of a
great undertaking.
He opens
before our eyes the horizon of a
greater sea and an abundant catch.
God in fact desires that our lives
not become banal and predictable,
imprisoned by daily routine, or
unresponsive before decisions that
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could give it meaning. The Lord does
not want us to live from day to day,
thinking that nothing is worth fighting
for, slowly losing our desire to set out
on new and exciting paths. If at times
he makes us experience a “miraculous
catch”, it is because he wants us to
discover that each of us is called – in a
variety of ways – to something grand,
and that our lives should not grow
entangled in the nets of an ennui that
dulls the heart. Every vocation is a
summons not to stand on the shore,
nets in hand, but to follow Jesus on the
path he has marked out for us, for our
own happiness and for the good of
those around us.

The Lord’s call is not an
intrusion of God in our
freedom; it is not a “cage”
or a burden to be borne.
On the contrary, it is the
loving initiative whereby
God encounters us and
invites us to be part of a
great undertaking.

of vocation, we cannot remain content
to repair our nets on the boat that gives
us security, but must trust instead in
the Lord’s promise.
I think primarily of the call to the
Christian life which all of us received
at Baptism. It teaches us that our life
is not a fluke but rather a gift: that of
being God’s beloved children,
gathered in the great family of the
Church. It is precisely in the ecclesial
community that the Christian life is
born and develops, especially through
the liturgy. The liturgy introduces us
to God’s word and the grace of the
sacraments; from an early age, we are
taught the art of prayer and fraternal
sharing. In the end, the Church is our
mother because she brings us to new
life and leads us to Christ. So we must
love her, even when we see her face
marred by human frailty and sin, and
we must help to make her ever more

world The Christian life thus finds
expression in those decisions that,
while giving a precise direction to our
personal journey, also contribute to the
growth of God’s kingdom in our
world. I think of the decision to marry
in Christ and to form a family, as well
as all those other vocations associated
with work and professional life, with
the commitment to charity and
solidarity, with social and political
responsibilities, and so forth. These
vocations make us bearers of a
promise of goodness, love and justice,
not only for ourselves but also for our
societies and cultures, which need
courageous Christians and authentic
witnesses of the kingdom of God.
In encountering the Lord, some may
feel the attraction of a call to the
consecrated life or to the ordained
priesthood. It is a discovery that can
excite and at the same time frighten

Embracing this promise naturally
demands the courage to risk making a
decision. The first disciples, called by
Jesus to be part of something greater,
“immediately left their nets and
followed him”(Mk 1:18). Responding
to the Lord’s call involves putting
ourselves on the line and facing a great
challenge. It means being ready to
leave behind whatever would keep us
tied to our little boat and prevent us
from making a definitive choice. We
are called to be bold and decisive in
seeking God’s plan for our
lives. Gazing out at the vast “ocean”
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“fishers of men” in the barque of the
Church by giving totally of ourselves
in commitment to faithful service of
the Gospel and our brothers and
sisters. Such a decision carries the
risk of leaving everything behind to
follow the Lord, to devote ourselves
completely to him, and to share in his
work.
Many kinds of interior
resistance can stand in the way of
making this decision, especially in
highly secularized contexts where
there no longer seems to be a place for
God and for the Gospel. Places where
it is easy to grow discouraged and fall
into the “weariness of hope”

Always remember that to
those who leave their nets
and boat behind, and
follow him, the Lord
promises the joy of a new
life that can fill our hearts
and enliven our journey.

reason, there needs to be a renewed
commitment on the part of the whole
Church – priests, religious, pastoral
workers and educators – to provide
young people in particular with
opportunities for listening and
discernment. There is a need for a
youth ministry and a vocational
promotion that can open the way to
discovering God’s plan, above all
through prayer, meditation on God’s
word, eucharistic adoration and
spiritual accompaniment.
As was made clear several times
during the World Youth Day in
Panama, we should always look to
Mary. Also in the story of this young
woman, vocation was both a promise
and a risk. Her mission was not easy,
yet she did not allow fear to
prevail. “It was the ‘yes’ of someone
prepared to be committed, someone
willing to take a risk, ready to stake

security than the certainty of knowing
that she was the bearer of a promise. I
ask each one of you: Do you see
yourselves
as
bearers
of
a
promise? What promise do I bear
within
my
heart
to
take
forward? Mary’s would undoubtedly
be a difficult mission, but the
challenges that lay ahead were no
reason to say ‘no’. Things would get
complicated, of course, but not in the
same way as happens when cowardice
paralyzes us because things are not
clear or sure in advance”
On this World Day of Prayer for
Vocations, let us join in prayer and
ask the Lord to help us discover his
plan of love for our lives, and to grant
us the courage to walk in the path
that, from the beginning, he has
chosen for each of us.

And yet, there can be no greater joy
than to risk one’s life for the Lord! I
would like to say this especially to
you, the young. Do not be deaf to the
Lord’s call. If he calls you to follow
this path, do not pull your oars into
the boat, but trust him. Do not yield
to fear, which paralyzes us before the
great heights to which the Lord points
us. Always remember that to those
who leave their nets and boat behind,
and follow him, the Lord promises the
joy of a new life that can fill our
hearts and enliven our journey.
Dear friends, it is not always easy to
discern our vocation and to steer our
life in the right direction. For this
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Church’s laws and institutions to the
time.

P
ope Francis has expressed his
dream of a “missionary option”
already at the start of his pontificate
in 2013. It is “a missionary impulse
capable of transforming everything,
so that the Church’s customs, ways
of doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be
suitably channelled for the evangelization of today’s world rather than
for her self-preservation.”

The Vatican II Church Council was
embedded with the spirit of
“aggiornamento” - the Italian term
that refers to the process of updating. St Pope John XXIII, in convoking the Council, aimed at the internal spiritual renewal of the Church
according to the spirit of the Gospel
and the external adaptation of the

Fast forward 54 years after the
Council was adjourned, Pope Francis invites the whole Church to
make October 2019 an Extraordinary Month of Mission (EMM). It is
a time to deepen our dedication to
the Great Commission of Jesus to go
into the whole world and proclaim
the Gospel to all. All baptised are
missionaries by nature. And the
EMM is the rekindling season to
ignite a renewed ardour and passion
to be truly missionary-disciples. The
first disciples were attracted to Jesus
(Jn1:39) only to attract others to
follow Jesus (Jn 1: 42).
Pope Francis believes that the transmission of the faith, the heart of the
Church’s mission, comes about by
the infectiousness of love where joy
and enthusiasm become the expression of a new found meaning and

fulfilment in life. The spread of the
faith “by attraction” calls for hearts
that are open and expanded by love.
As baptised we are also sent. Missionaries are believers who push
boundaries. They are witnesses who
speak, work and live with the Creative God who designs surprises in
life.
During the Extraordinary Month of
Mission we aim to promote communities of believers who are founded
in God’s living Word and the Sacraments. May communities grow in
sincere friendship with the Lord and
one another. May each one of us
find inspirational persons, living or
dead, who can fortify our enthusiasm in life. And may believers grow
in boldness to be creative and push
the boundaries to discover the new.
To venture into the deep and encounter more life-giving ways and
m
Pope Francis visits and joins the
workers for lunch.
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ou can be sure that every seminarian around the world has a story
about the moment they first felt a calling to the priesthood. Francis Xavier
Nguyen Huu Tinh, currently studying
at Stella Maris Major Seminary in Nha
Trang, Vietnam shared his own story— unfortunately one grounded in
tragedy.
“When I was a child my sister would
take me to attend Sunday Mass. I
saw the priest and thought, ‘I want
to be like him, he looked so fulfilled
in what he does’”.
At the foundation of that reality is a
history of colonialism, a war whose
‘In the long run, that desire began to physical and psychological effects
fade from my heart until one day when have lasted long after the final shot
I saw my friend die in a traffic acci- was fired, and a communist influence
dent. This made a deep impression on that has significantly changed many of
me, and I sought out my former priest the human and spiritual values among
and asked of him, “Why do we have the people.
suffering?”. The priest replied, “It
comes from sin and freedom”. He then Adding to that is the challenge that
asked me, “Do you want to be a priest now while Vietnam is growing into
in order to appease man’s suffering?” one of Asia’s strongest economies, the
disparity in wealth grows with it, and
‘I did not fully understand what he many remote farming communities
meant, but I knew my answer was struggle to live on meagre incomes.
‘yes’. And from that day, the priest
helped me to join the seminary.’
Francis comes from such a community.
‘My parents are farmers,’ he says.
The Catholic faithful in Vietnam ‘Every day, they are busy with work
experience a more precarious and on the field from dawn until dusk, culperseverant faith journey than what tivating mango trees, rice and shrimp.
we could ever expect here in New
Zealand. It is why they need strong, ‘My childhood had hard days working,
compassionate leaders with an abil- which is perhaps one of the main reaity to understand their circumstances. sons that I am persistent before all
challenges, difficulties, and even sufIn a country unified under communism fering on my path to the priesthood,’
since 1975, the local Church still does he says. Francis has remained steadfast
not enjoy a total freedom, and its pas- in his formation despite the many chaltoral activities including masses, apos- lenges, knowing that God has called
tolates, and religious organisations him to this life for a reason. He says
have all been restricted to some extent. Psalm 119:105 —”Your word is a lamp
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Francis Xavier Nguyen Huu Tinh
to my feet and a light to my path’—
resonates strongly with his journey.
‘This verse left a deep impression in
my heart, because it is like a direction;
a reminder that anytime, anywhere in
my journey of life, I must trust in
God,’ Francis says. ‘I still walk on this
path through God’s grace and my own
effort,’
Your support of seminarians in Vietnam and around the world,
through the Pontifical Society of St
Peter the Apostle, is crucial to ensuring
they can develop in their personal
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and spiritual formation and go on to
benefit parish communities in need.
Your mission gift contributes towards the costs of academic materials and fees, boarding, health and
medicines at Stella Maris Major
Seminary. The difference you make
to Francis’ journey to priesthood
today can be the difference in hundreds of other lives already now and
in years to come.

Francis believes this crucial ministry,
along with supporting youth in other
aspects of life, can help to stem the
tide of problems facing people in his
community. What impresses me the
most about Francis is not his ability to
identify key areas where the people are
struggling. It is his enthusiasm to resolve those issues in whatever way he
can.

‘As a priest, one must first build
a community of faith that starts
with the love and kindness of
God. God is the goal of all our
lives. I want the Church of Vietnam to be active in the advancement of society through
‘Vietnam has gained some achieve- education, healthcare and chariments but still faces many problems ty. A priest must light the torch
including poverty, injustice, violence of hope for those who are in need.’
Francis and many of his classmates at
the Stella Maris Major Seminary, one
of ten major seminaries in Vietnam,
have experienced first-hand the acute
need that as priests they will help to
address.

his community, he knows relying on
God is key; a light to his path. I wish
to encourage you to support the formation of Francis and many others like
him in Vietnam and around the world.
Passionate seminarians like Francis
make me very hopeful for the future.
I know that energy is what is needed
to minister to the faithful in Vietnam
amidst so much pressure from the
government. Further, dialogue is so
important in shaping the future of
the Church in Vietnam, if it is to
operate freely and peacefully.
I also ask you to pray for young men
through their seminary formation
today and be part of the difference
they will make to their parish communities in just a few years.

and a weakness in education,’ he
writes. ‘There is also disorientation in I was overjoyed to read Francis’ story,
life and a sense of frustration with bu- as it filled me with a sense of pride and
reaucracy in the country. The priest confidence that the Church has strong
plays an important role in helping the leaders emerging to proclaim the Word
Fr Bernard Espiritu, SVD
youth to realise the importance of of God. As Francis looks forward to
National Director—MISSIO-NZ
learning and of spiritual values in this his future role as a priest, supporting
world today.’
A Theology Class of Seminarians at Stella Maris Major Seminary— a group of future leaders of the Church in Vietnam
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As a MISSIO-NZ Friend, you are more than just a contributor
to the formation of seminarians and novices around the
world. You are part of their journey. The pinnacle may
be their ordination or profession of Religious Vows but working
back through the years of study—and all its successes and
challenges—you were there with them. Your support extends to all
levels of formation, including the propedeutic seminaries around
the world, like Betsaide in Madagascar, where seminarians spend
time reflecting on and solidifying their commitment to priestly
life, and improving their academic proficiencies.
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adagascar is a place of vibrant
colour and diverse life. It is the
world’s fourth largest island, and one
of its rarest ecosystems. It is also a
developing country with significant
levels of poverty, often concealed
behind the more publicised natural
wonder of the place. ‘Poverty in all
its dimensions represents the major
social challenge,’ says Father Alphonse Ramela, the Rector of the
Betsaide Propedeutic Seminary. ‘The
negative effects of globalisation on
the local culture are obvious.’
Founded in 1998, the Betsaide
Propedeutic Seminary is located in
Toliara, on the southwestern coast of
Madagascar. It is home to over 60
seminarians—a number that grows
each year—each of whom is at a critical stage in their formation. A
propedeutic seminary is a preparatory
stage for seminarians before they
proceed to Philosophy and Theology.
The men pass through for just one
academic year before heading to the
88

The seminarians spend time in prayer and reflection as part of their daily life
major seminary. For each of them, it
is about discerning whether they are
absolutely committed to their priestly
vocation— the most important reflection of their lives to that point.

A propedeutic seminary
is a preparatory stage for
seminarians before they
proceed to Philosophy
and Theology.
‘The formation at Betsaide is focused
on the deepening of spiritual life,’
says Fr Alphonse. ‘The aim is to lead
to discernment of the vocation and
initiation of community life.’ Part of
this process is to ensure seminarians
are connected to life outside the walls
of Betsaide, something Fr Alphonse
says has mutual benefit. ‘The seminarians keep connected to church life
and the local community gets involved in their formation.’ On Saturday afternoons, the seminarians teach
catechism at the four parishes of Toliara
as well as the neighbouring district.

They also participate in the major
events of the diocese and get involved in the life of the local Church.
‘One outcome of this is that the local
youth have been better prepared for
the sacraments,’ Fr Alphonse reports.
One recent graduate of Betsaide, Jean
Paul Rasolofonirina, spoke of his
involvement in local church activities
during his year at the seminary.
‘During the Missionary Childhood
Day in January last year, the Diocese
of Toliara asked for two representatives

The aim is to lead to
discernment of the
vocation and initiation of
community life. Part of
this process is to ensure
seminarians are
connected to life outside
the walls of Betsaide
from the seminary to join the planning committee; I was one of them,’
he says. ‘We attended meetings and
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helped to prepare the liturgy
for the Holy Mass. Over 800
children attended the Mass
that day and I was delighted
to witness their happiness.’ Fr
Alphonse says the Betsaide
Propedeutic Seminary has a
significant role to play in preparing and forming the future
leaders of the Church in Madagascar. ‘They are not the
future of the Church, they are
part of the Church itself,’ he
says. ‘The Diocese of Toliara
has identified four major
needs which we are doing our
part to address: firstly, only
one quarter of the population
are Christian; secondly, the
Catholic faith has to be implemented in actual life, thirdly the

The seminarians
keep connected to
church life and the
local community
gets involved in their
formation.
struggle to overcome poverty;
and lastly, the self-sufficiency
of the diocese.’ What these
young men learn today at
Betsaide can go a long way to
bringing significant change
and addressing these concerns
in the future. That is why your
contribution to MISSIO-NZ is
valuable at every level of a
seminarian’s formation.

Academic education plays an important part in the life of the seminarian

OCTOBER 2019

“Baptised and Sent: The Church of
Christ on Mission in the World.”
This is the theme chosen for the
Extraordinary Month of Mission in
October 2019. It emphasizes that the
call to mission is a call rooted in
Baptism and it is a call addressed to
all the baptised. Mission is “being
sent forth” that brings about
conversion both in those who are
sent and in those who receive their
message: In Christ, our life is a mission!

We are mission, because we are
God’s love poured out — God’s
holiness created in his own image.
Mission then is our own growth in
holiness and that of the whole
world, beginning with creation (cf
Eph 1:3-16). The missionary
dimension of our Baptism thus
becomes a witness of holiness that
bestows life and beauty on our
world.
Pope Francis

October 2019 has been declared by Pope Francis as an Extraordinary Month of Mission. Its LOGO expresses the
fact that the spirit of mission permeates wherever life exists in our world. The colours of the Pontifical Mission Societies convey this: WHITE represents EUROPE the seat of the Holy Father the Pope , RED stands for the faith that
brought missionaries to the AMERICAS, GREEN for the forest and grassland of AFRICA, YELLOW, the morning light of the East, for ASIA, BLUE for the Ocean surrounding the ISLANDS of the PACIFIC. The THEME
Baptised and Sent articulates the fact that every Baptised person is a missionary-disciple of Jesus.
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In 2018 MISSIO-NZ was able to assist in the formation of 1,473 seminarians. This was made possible by MISSIO-NZ Friends of whom many give
from their poverty but have a generous and grateful
hearts that wants to partner with the Holy Spirit.
The gospel of Matthew Chapter 9
presents Jesus as the healer who gives
life. He witnessed also how people
were harassed and were helpless that
he compared their situation to sheep
without a shepherd. It was then that
he said to his disciples “The harvest is
plentiful, but the workers are few.
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore,
to send out workers into His harvest.
(Mt 9:37-38)”
Jesus recognised the dignity of his
disciples as worthy intercessors to call
on the Lord of the harvest. Lest we
forget, we are his disciples of today.
At times we sense that our voices no
longer reach the heart of the Lord of
the harvest. And it is here that we are
mistaken. The Lord of the harvest
continuously calls and sends men and
women to the harvest. But circumstances have changed.

Those who respond to be his Priests,
or religious Sisters and Brothers are
now coming from places that were
once considered as mission territories.
There are a distinct number of young
men and women that the Lord of the
harvest is preparing and they are coming from Asia and Africa. Most of
them will serve in the primary evangelisation work in their own continents. But some of them join missionary congregations or become donum
fidei — priests who are ordained for
their dioceses but spend some time
helping in more needy places outside
their diocese.

never be a fully self-sufficient diocese. People who think this way are
mistaken. Some will have material
resources, and others will have personnel or ministers. The poor in general are more generous in their capacity. Even Jesus recognised the value
of the widow’s mite (Mk 12:41).
Gratitude is due to those who assist in
the formation of those who respond to
the call of the Lord of the harvest.
Those who support them in prayers
and also in kind are in fact partners of
the Holy Spirit. Without them there
will be fewer workers in the harvest.
If we want the Lord of the Harvest to
send more labourers into his harvest,
let us remain attentive and generous
partners of the Holy Spirit.

I remember my mentor who used to
tell us that there will never be over
supply in the number of priests or
religious but the Lord will always ask
Pope Francis visits one of the Pontifical
to give out of our poverty. And this is
seminaries in Rome that equips seminarians
important to acknowledge. There will
from all around the world to be future
leader-servants in the church.
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The Pontifical Society of St Peter the Apostle (SPA) is one of the four
groups that compose the Pontifical Mission Societies or more popularly
called in many countries as MISSIO. It was initiated in 1889 by Jeanne
and her mother Stephanie Bigard upon the request of Jules-Alphonse
Cousin who was then Bishop of Nagasaki, Japan. Since 1922, the Pope
has given SPA the task of assisting all the seminaries and novitiates. All
donations raised by MISSIO New Zealand are used to assist in the
formation of young seminarians and novice Religious Sisters and Brothers.

The MISSIO-NZ SPA Appeal in May 2017
were used to assist in the formation of
young men and women candidates for the
priesthood and religious life. Many of these
young candidates are in Asia and in Africa.
Most of them are the fruits of the grace of
the Holy Spirit shared through the missionaries from Europe, the Americas, Australia and
New Zealand. These young Priests and religious Sisters and Brothers who have been
supported by the SPA work in their own
countries , and some work as overseas missionaries in most European countries, the
USA, Latin America, Australia, and
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New Zealand.
New Zealand Catholics were
in
Seminary Location

# of Seminarians

Indonesia

576

Sri Lanka

675

Kenya

196

Papua New Guinea

26

On behalf of our MISSIO-NZ friends our
office was able to send $145,000 to help in
the training of seminarians in 12 seminaries— 1 in Kenya and Papua New Guinea, 2 in
Indonesia and 8 in Sri Lanka. The Pope Paul
VI Seminary in the Diocese of Machakos in
Kenya was also given $14,000 to help refurbished the 40 year old building. The St Joseph Seminary in Batticaloa, Sri Lanka was
also given $11,000 to help start a chicken
poultry and a piggery that will help lead to a
self-sustaining house of formation.
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PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
LORD of the Harvest,
BLESS young people
with the gift of courage to respond to your call.
Open their hearts to great ideals, to great things.
INSPIRE all of your disciples
to mutual love and giving—
for vocations blossom in the
good soil of faithful people.
INSTILL those in religious life, parish
ministries, and families with the confidence
and grace to invite others to embrace
the bold and noble path of a life
consecrated to you.
UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament,
so that we may cooperate
with you in building your reign of mercy
and truth, of justice and of peace. Amen.
— Pope Francis

BE A MISSIONARY
IN PRAYER AND GENEROSITY
Whoever and wherever we are, we can all

be missionaries: joining together in prayer with
the wider Church, volunteering for MISSIO-NZ
and giving generously from the heart. These are
all valuable ways to further the work of mission.

One can be a MISSIO-NZ volunteer by
sharing materials produced by the MISSIO-NZ
Office with other members of your parish. You
may write, call, or email our Office and we will
promptly mail you the requested materials. Or
you may invite me, Fr Bernard, to give a reflection
.

Pray at least a decade of the Rosary for

missionaries and the missionary work of the
.

SEND YOUR MASS INTENTION TO MISSIO-NZ
The custom of requesting a priest to offer Mass for a specific intention, even
when one cannot be present at Mass, is a longstanding tradition in the Church.
The faithful generally make an offering, called a stipend, to the priest in order to
apply the Mass to a specific intention, such as an anniversary or a birthday. By
making this offering the faithful, by parting with something that is their own,
associate themselves more intimately with Christ. The offering of a stipend is
also a means whereby Catholics may contribute to the upkeep of the clergy.
Many priests in Africa and Asia depend entirely on Mass stipends for their
income. Please help them by sending your Mass intentions to MISSIO-NZ and
our office will pass them on to a priest in a mission territory overseas.
Please send your intentions and details to:
MISSIO-NZ P.O.BOX 31-596 Milford Auckland 0741 and make the cheque payable to MISSIO-NZ.
is Pope Francis’ official charity for overseas mission and is part of the worldwide
network of the Pontifical Mission Societies (MISSIO). G I V E G E N E R O U S L Y .
SEND YOUR DONATION TO: P.O. Box 31-596 Milford Auckland 0741 — Contact us on
(09)489 6549— info@missio.nz.
Online Donation: https://missio.nz/donate
or Direct Deposit to: ANZ 060411 0021447 00

