
 

 

A THOUGHT FOR 15 OCTOBER 2017 - BULLETIN REFLECTION 

OUR CORE IDENTITY: MISSIONARY-DISCIPLE 

Nothing is more real in life than stories of love and hate, or of welcome and 

rejection. Love and welcome build up perfection, while hate and rejection upset 

relationships. These truths are well set out in our readings today. God beckons 

us to the celebration of life against our choice that leads to lamentation. “The 

Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from every face; the reproach of his people 

he will remove from the whole earth” (Is 25:6).   

October has always been a month dedicated to Mary, Queen of the Rosary. It is 

also the month when we are invited to focus on our defining characteristic as a 

people of God: missionaries all are we. Our Blessed Mother who appeared at 

Fatima a century ago introduced herself as the Queen of the Rosary. Rosaries 

are prayer beads that are meant not to gabble the Hail, Marys, but to find a 

rhythm that leads to the comprehension of the life of Jesus that can motivate 

us in life. Our Lady at Fatima was a missionary that brought the message of 

peace and hope; but also emphasized that these realities are attainable, not by 

human effort alone but with the power of prayer and an option for what is good 

and sustainable. This is the task, the mission that God has gifted his faithful 

people – to be proclaimers of hope, and builders of peace.  

Pope Francis in his Message for this Mission Month 2017 underlines one essential truth. “The Church’s 
mission, directed to all men and women of good will, is based on the transformative power of the 
Gospel. The Gospel is Good News filled with contagious joy, for it contains and offers new life: the 
life of the Risen Christ who, by bestowing his life-giving Spirit, becomes for us the Way, the Truth 
and the Life (cf. Jn 14:6).”  Pope Francis does not only illuminate our minds and hearts on who we are, 
but challenges us to eliminate the culture of death (Is 25:7) in our midst. Let us not ignore this 
invitation that is at the very centre of the heart of God (Mt 22:5). 

Next Sunday (22 October 2016) is Mission Sunday. Let it be a day of conscious celebration. You have 
been in many and varied ways an agent of transformation by the joy that comes from the Good News 
that you have realised in your life and the life of others. Do not forget that you are a missionary-
disciple of Jesus.    

Fr. Bernard Espiritu, SVD 
National Director -MISSIO-NZ 
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A thought for 22 October 2017 – MISSION SUNDAY 

YOU MAY USE FOR YOUR PARISH BULLETIN 

MISSIONARIES ARE WINDOWS TO THE HEART OF GOD. 

It is Mission Sunday. For many it is just another day when 
monetary collection is done in our churches. However, it is more 
than that. Any collection is only to express one’s solidarity with the 
work of the Pope which is primarily a support for any work to help 
promote evangelization in the needy diocese in the world. But 
more importantly, Mission Sunday is a day of Thanksgiving and a 
celebration of one’s being a missionary. 

Anywhere I go, I used to tell the Sunday congregation before the 
renewal of our Profession of Faith or the Prayer of the Creed, one 
of my realisations in my faith journey. I hope that everyone who 
prays the Creed will always hear an echo in their hearts. What 
echo? That as any of the gathered faithful who profess “I 
believe in God…” should hear the echo “Me, too! I also believe 
in you!” Yes, this is an important truth in my faith journey. And 
this is at the core of our readings this Sunday. God believes in us!  

Isaiah proclaimed in the First Reading one profound truth: “Thus, says the LORD to his anointed, 
Cyrus, whose right hand I grasp, subduing nations before him, and making kings run in his service, 
opening doors before him and leaving the gates unbarred: For the sake of Jacob, my servant, of 
Israel, my chosen one, I have called you by your name, giving you a title, though you knew me not. 
(Is 45:1, 4). Yes, King Cyrus was a powerful Persian King, but he was the one who broke the 70 years 
exile of the People of God to Babylon. He was instrumental in bringing the exiles back to Israel, back 
to Jerusalem. Like Cyrus, God who is Father and Creator called you and me to be alive because we 
have a mission to fulfil.  

The Gospel narrates to us how the Pharisees wanted to trap Jesus. Is it lawful to pay tax to Caesar, 
the Roman King? His answer was simple. You pay taxes with coins. Whose image is embossed in the 
coin? Surely, the answer was Caesar’s! So, He simply answered, give to Caesar what belongs to him, 
but give God his due. Where is God’s face molded? And we remember the beginnings of the 
Scriptures that says: And God made the human person into his image and likeness! God’s face is in 
our personhood. The many gifts we have, though we do not appreciate it oftentimes, are gifts from 
God. Life, parents, families, children, friends, co-workers, home – to name a few. All these are gifts. 
Jesus made us realize this, for he came that we may have life and have it to the full (John 10:10). 
We are not asked just to payback; rather we are challenged to pay forward. Mission Sunday is the 
day we celebrate that we, you and I, are called to be windows to the heart of God. Pope Francis is 
dead right when he coined the phrase “missionary-disciples” in his primary letter to all people of 
good will called the Joy of the Gospel. We are followers of Jesus, disciples all are we. But that is only 
half of the truth. The other side of the truth is: we also are missionaries – we are called to pay 
forward the very goodness of who we are. 

May you be filled with Gospel Joy this Mission Sunday, and all other days. May only goodness and 
kindness follow you all the days of your life. 

Fr. Bernard Espiritu, SVD 
National Director -MISSIO-NZ 



 

 

A Suggested Reflection for the Sunday 
Reflection.  29 October 2017 

GRATITUDE TO MISSIONARY-DISCIPLES 

I had a bad dream once. I dreamt I was working for a very prestigious 
publishing house and I was promised to receive a very decent salary. 
It was a great initiative for me to work hard and really dedicate 
myself to the task given me. At the end of the month, I was given my 
first pay envelope and was nearly jumping for joy until I opened it 
only to discover that the new $100 bills contained in the envelope 
had only one side printed and the other side was just blank. I almost 
had a heart attack when suddenly I was awakened by my alarm. It 
sure was a nightmare.  

In the Gospel, today, Jesus was confronted by a lawyer with only one 
question: "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?” (Mt 22:36). Jesus quoted from Scriptures, Deuteronomy 
6:5 and Leviticus 19:18, and joined them together as one. Jesus gave 

one answer to one question, but his response had two parts. For the two parts are inseparable. One 
has no value without the other. The two commandments wrapped into one are similar to the two 
faces of a $100 bill.   

When you listen intently to the First Reading, you hear how God’s compassionate heart opens to the 
human person in need. The reading from the Book of Exodus encourages the believer to care for 
persons in need. This is the essence of a believer, to live up to how Pope Francis defines a Christian: 
missionary-disciple. Pope Francis’ description reflects the answer of Jesus in the Gospel, today. Loving 
God is being his disciple, but it does not stop there. To fully get one’s true worth one must also live to 
be a missionary – one who reaches out to pay forward one’s God-given goodness. 

Thank you to all who continuously support in prayer and gift the Pope’s Charity – the Pontifical Mission 
Societies, or more popularly known in New Zealand as MISSIO-NZ, most especially last Mission Sunday. 
May God always listen to the prayers of your generous hearts. 

Fr. Bernard Espiritu, SVD 
National Director -MISSIO-NZ 

 


